
Poetry Contest for Children

The Colchester Garden Club is inviting area students in kindergarten through 9th grade to share
their nature experiences, thoughts and knowledge about birds by creating an original poem for
the National Garden Clubs, Inc. Poetry Contest.  This year’s poetry contest theme is “Sing with
the Song Birds – Exploring the Glory of Nature”.

Flyers and entry forms may be picked up at the Cragin Memorial Library Children’s Circulation
Desk or requested by email from colchestergardenclub@yahoo.com. Contest deadline is
December 1, 2021 with awards and recognition being made in Spring 2022.  In the past years,
the Colchester Garden Club has organized an afternoon reception and reading of all the
Colchester contest student entrants’ poems for their families and friends at which time any
prizes are distributed which is hoped to return Spring 2022 depending upon the public health
situation.

Contest Rules:
● All entries must be typed and titled
● On the back of the entry, affix the Colchester Garden Club Entry Form which includes

name, address, age, grade, and school of participant and sponsoring garden club and
state garden club name information.

● All entries become the property of National Garden Clubs, Inc.
● Poems do not have to rhyme
● Poems may be traditional verse, acrostics, blank verse, cinquains, diamond poems,

limerick, or Haiku

Scale of Points: 100 Total
Title - 10 points Content - 40 points Creativity - 30 points Style - 20 points
Note: In January, Connecticut state winners will move to the Northeast Regional judging. Only
regional winners will be considered in the judging for National winners.  All of the national
winning entries will be compiled into a booklet that will be made available to the winners.

The Colchester Garden Club is a member of the Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut, New
England Garden Club, Inc. and National Garden Clubs Inc.  The club supports the Community
Wildlife Habitat of Colchester (certified by the National Wildlife Federation in 2010) and the
Colchester StoryWalk.  Club member volunteers maintain the Butterfly-Pollinator Garden and
new childrens’ garden at Cohen Woodlands on McDonald Road, as well as the gardens at the
Colchester Senior Center, Cragin Memorial Library, the xeriscape garden on the corner of
Linwood Avenue and Main Street.

The Colchester Garden Club holds their monthly meetings on the 4th Monday of each month at
6:00 p.m. currently through ZOOM due to the current health crisis.   New members are always
welcome. For more information about the Colchester Garden Club, send an email to
colchestergardenclub@yahoo.com or call 860-267-4471.
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